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Patrons Are People 2nd ed. By Sarah L. Wallace. The many thousands of li- 
brarians who enjoyed the first edition of Patrons Are People will be pleased 
to know that it has been brought up to date by popular demand with new svc- 
tions on staff relationships. Miss Wallace brings the same common sense to 
bear on this subject as on the earlier one and with light humor deals with 
the ever-present problems of interoffice and departmental jealousies, commu- 
nication through channels and otherwise, gossip, new employees, brass hats 
and territorial rights. From high to low, everyone on the library staff will 
benefit from this new edition, and enjoy measuring up herself or himself with 
the “model librarian.” Clever new illustrations are included. 

1956. 56p. 80¢. 10 copies, 65¢ each; 25 or more 50¢ each. 


Subject and Title Index to Short Stories for Children. Compiled by a Subcom- 
mittee of the A.L.A. Editorial Committee. Julia F. Carter, Chairman. This 
book indexes approximately 5000 stories under more than 2000 subjects chosen 
to satisfy the demands of locating hard-to-find stories placed upon teachers 
and librarians. With few exceptions, the stories indexed have not been in- 
dexed elsewhere. Titles and variant titles are used in both title and subject 
indexes. The 373 books indexed were selected with the help of school and 
children’s librarians throughout the country. Approximate grading is given 
for each book. 1955. 344p. Cloth. $5. 


A Check List of Legislative Journals Issued Since 1937 by the States of the 
United States of America. William R. Pullen. Legislative journals consti- 
tute an important group of state documents. This comprehensive compila- 
tion of all legislative journals issued by the states since 1937 forms a working 
supplement to Macdonald’s Checklist of Legislative Journals of the States of 
the United States of America, 1938. Chronologically arranged in tabular form 
under each state’s legislature, the journal entry contains: the inclusive dates 
of the session ; the name of the session; the number of pages and volumes in 
the printed journal; and the name of the issuing body, whether upper or 
lewer house. A valuable acquisition aid for law libraries, reference libra: ies, 
state and legislative reference libraries, and special libraries where documents 
form a part of their collection. 1955. 68p. $2. 


Order from American Library Association, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago 11, Illinois 
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Forthcoming 
books 


Since most of these entries are made 
from galley proofs, information for full im- 
print is lacking. Full imprint, classification, 
subject headings, and L.C. card number are 
given for each in the second entry in the 
Classified books or Fiction section of THE 
BooKLIstT after the finished book is received 
in this office. 


NONFICTION 


Truman, Harry S., Pres. U.S. Memoirs. 
v.2, Years of trial and hope. Doubleday, 
$5. March 5. 


Although the basic chronological pattern is 
retained in this second volume of memoirs, 
Mr. Truman presents a detailed topical review 
of the major questions with which he dealt 
during his Presidency, from atomic energy 
through the Korean War. Here he is very 
much the President and his comments give 
insight into the unique responsibilities of the 
U.S. President. Volume one of the memoirs 
was listed in Bookuist 52:143, D 1 55. 


FICTION 


Buck, Pearl (Sydenstricker). Imperial 
woman, a novel. Day, $4.95. April 2. 


A fictionized biography of Tzu Hsi, the last 
Empress of China, remembered in the Western 
world for her connivance in the Boxer rebel- 
lion. With the forcefulness of her early novels 
the author draws a sharp, well-rounded por- 
trait of the self-willed Manchu beauty, a 
woman of diverse gifts and guises, ruthless, 
generous, compounded of good and evil in 
heroic proportions, bitterly opposed to all 
progress, but gracious in capitulation when 
reform was inevitable, deeply loved, deeply 
hated, and revered; altogether, an imperial 
woman. Serialized in Woman’s Home Com- 
panion. 


Kirst, Hans Hellmut. The revolt of Gunner 
Asch. Little, $3.95. February 29. 


A lowly gunner of lively intelligence takes 
it upon himself to try to expose the tyranny 
of the noncommissioned officers and the in- 
humanity of the whole organization of the 
German army in the mid-1930’s. There is only 
the slightest reference to the current political 
situation; the main concern is to show the 
officiousness of the lower ranks of officers and, 
at the end, the real source of iron discipline of 
a system too big for one man’s revolt. Bar- 
racks room, training ground, and off-barracks 
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scenes are given with true-to-life detail, 
characters for the most part become very real, 
and the humor of some situations is exploited 
without resorting to slapstick to make a very 
readable but thought-provoking book. Pub- 
lished in England under title: Zero eight fif- 
teen. 


Classified 
books 


000 GENERAL WORKS 


Reynolds, Quentin James. The fiction fac- 
tory; or, From Pulp Row to Quality Street. 
1956. 283p. illus. Random, $5. 


When Francis S. Smith met Francis S. Street 
a century ago the similarity of names and 
ideas about publishing suggested partnership. 
This history of the successful business they 
founded on the policy of giving readers what 
they want is a fascinating review of the Amer- 
ican public and its changing tastes in litera- 
ture, manners, and dress from the days of 
the pulps and Horatio Alger to the advent of 
Mademoiselle, Charm, and Living. The tone 
and content of this book will entertain readers 
who enjoyed Noel’s Villains galore (BooKLiIst 
50: 333, My 1 54). 
+051 1655.4747] Street 
inc., New York 


100-200 PHILOSOPHY—RELIGION 


Davis, Clyde Brion. Something for noth- 
ing. 1956. 290p. Lippincott, paper-covered 
boards with cloth backbone, $3.75. 


Forty-five years of informal, personal, and 
incidental research are the basis for this 
extended essay on gambling, intended pri- 
marily for the reader’s entertainment and 
secondarily for his information. A prelim- 
inary chapter on the mystique of gambling 
holds that not only is gambling a deep-rooted 
human instinct but that all life is a gamble; 
succeeding chapters combine such philoso- 
phizing with accounts and discussion of lot- 
teries, roulette, faro, craps, horse racing, 
poker, slot machines, bingo, minor games, 
and on the reverse side, community house 
cleaning. 

*177 174.66 Gambling 


and Smith Publications, 
55-10636 


55-10461 (W) 


Hunt, George Laird. Rediscovering the 


church. 1956. 178p. Association Press, 
paper-covered boards, $3. 


Community is the keynote of this book which 
maintains that only through group interaction 
can man achieve a valid relationship with 
other men and God. The author draws upon 
the Bible to show how, through the centuries, 
the idea of interdependence between a heav- 
enly kingdom and an earthly community has 
developed, and illustrates how such instru- 
ments as the Sacraments help to establish 
contact between this world and the world to 
come. Current problems that confront the 
church community are also studied as well 
as the role that the church should play in 
everyday life. For minister and layman. 

4260 Church || Christian life 56-5030 


Luccock, Halford Edward. Unfinished busi- 
ness; short diversions on religious themes. 
1956. 191p. Harper, paper-covered boards 
with cloth backbone, $3. 


Wit and religion are blended in these brief 
thoughts on Sunday-to-Saturday Christianity. 
The author’s unfinished business covers a 
multitude of sins: running away from life, 
expecting something for nothing, making 
molehills out of mountains, yet he invariably 
gets at the heart of the matter in a construc- 
tive way. Without shrinking Christianity to 
a bite-size cure-all this popular columnist of 
the Christian Century shows how the indi- 
vidual can, if he will, put his religion in 
the active present tense. Some of the ma- 
terial has appeared previously in the Chaplain 
and Pulpit Digest. For minister and layman. 
251 Homiletical illustrations 55-11480 


Parker, Everett C. and others. The tele- 
vision-radio audience and religion. 1955. 
464p. diagrs., tables. Harper, $6. 


Data collected by the Communications Re- 
search Project of the National Council of 
Churches concerning the reactions of New 
Haven, Connecticut, television and radio own- 
ers to religious programs. Community back- 
ground is discussed and a content analysis of 
various programs given, but the book centers 
on the individual interviews. In sounding 
out opinions on the programs the interview- 
ers also explore their subjects’ attitudes to- 
ward religious beliefs, minority groups, and 
life itself. From the information gathered a 
strategy for religious broadcasting is for- 
mulated. Of particular interest to the minister. 
sociologist, and those engaged in radio-TV 
religious broadcasting. 

*254.3 259 Television in 
religion || U.S.—Religion 


Radio in 
55-8526 


religion |! 





Tue Book.ist uses the Decimal classification and the subject headings on Library of Congress cards 
when these are available. Classification and subject headings assigned in THe Boox.istr office are 
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242 The Booklist 





Special Books from Dutton 





Aaron Copland 


HIS WORKS AND CONTRIBUTION TO 
AMERICAN MUSIC 

By JULIA SMITH 

The first full-scale appraisal of the noted 
American composer, a biographical summary 
of his colorful career, 1900 to 1955, and over 
eighty musical examples from his work. Com- 
plete list of his musical compositions, critical 
writings, recordings. $5.00 


Britten's Old Clocks 
and Watches 
and Their Makers 


A HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE AC- 
COUNT OF THE DIFFERENT STYLES OF 
CLOCKS AND WATCHES OF THE PAST 
IN ENGLAND AND ABROAD, CONTAIN- 
ING A LIST OF NEARLY FOURTEEN 
THOUSAND MAKERS 

Original author: F. J. BRITTEN 

Revised seventh edition by G. H. Baillie, C. 
Clutton, and C. A. Ilbert. Illus. with 184 plates 
and 40 drawings. Feb. 20. $25.00 ($22.50 pre- 
pub) 


The Fabulous Future 


AMERICA IN 1980 

With an introduction by the editors of FOR- 
TUNE. 11 eminent Americans, including David 
Sarnoff, George Meany, Earl Warren, Adlai 
Stevenson and Robert E. Sherwood, express 
their hopes and predictions for'25 years hence. 
March 7. $3.50 


Costumes and 


Styles 


THE EVOLUTION OF FASHION FROM 
EARLY EGYPT TO THE PRESENT 

By HENNY HARALD HANSEN 

700 full-color illustrations, 48 black-and-white 
sketches, a comprehensive text, highlight this 
brilliant survey of the evolution of dress. Mag- 
nificently printed in Europe, this book is ideal 
for designers, artists and anyone who wants to 
browse through the fascinating world of fashion. 
Summer, 1956. $5.95 


E. P. DUTTON & CO., INC. 


300 Fourth Avenue, New York 10 





The Jubilee 
Celebration of 
EVERY MAN’‘S 
LIBRARY 


One of the world’s most cele- 
brated series—the world’s 
largest collection of great 
books—celebrates its 50th an- 
niversary: 


The 1,000th Volume 
ARISTOTLE'S 
METAPHYSICS 


Translated and with a preface 
by John Warrington. March 
29. #1000. $1.65 


New Volumes in 


EVERYMAN’S LIBRARY 
STANDARD EDITION 


Each $1.65 


MILTON’S POEMS 


New edition based on Milton’s 
editions and manuscripts. 
March 5. #384 


AESCHYLUS: PLAYS 


New edition translated by G. 
M. Cookson. March 5. #62 


EURIPIDES: PLAYS 
New edition translated by A. 


S. Way. March 5. #63 & 
#271 


EVERYMAN AND OTHER 
MIRACLE PLAYS 
New and completely revised 
text edited and introduced by 
A. C. Cawley. March 29. 

#381 


THE BETROTHED 
(I PROMESSI SPOS!) 
Alessandro Manzoni 
Translated from the Italian 
by Archibald Colquhoun. A 
new volume, #999. March 29 











Prochnow, Herbert Victor, ed. The speak- 
er’s treasury for Sunday school teachers. 
— 175p. Wilde, paper-covered boards, 
2.50. 


A miscellany from which Sunday school 
teachers and other church workers may draw 
material to illustrate a point or enliven a 
discussion. A chapter explaining how to pre- 
pare an interesting talk and how to lead a dis- 
cussion is followed by sections containing 
stories and other illustrative material, selec- 
tions from sermons, epigrams and witticisms, 
quotations from literature and the Bible, and 
prayers for various occasions. 


251 Homiletical illustrations 55-10546 


Walsh, Chad. Behold the glory. 1956. 156p. 
Harper, paper-covered boards with cloth 
backbone, $2. 


A book for Lent which stresses that God is 
found, as the author of the 139th psalm 
learned, in all situations and places. In his 
usual informal fashion Mr. Walsh talks of 
ways in which the individual can learn to 
recognize God in art, meditation, or work, and 
points out that a love of God is best expressed 
in service to one’s fellow human beings. 
Helpful musings for the general reader. 

242 Devotional literature 55-11486 


300 SOCIAL SCIENCES 


American Federation of Teachers. Com- 
mission on Educational Reconstruction. 
Organizing the teaching profession. 1955. 
320p. Free Press, $4.50. 


“This book tells the story of the founding 
and the development of a national organiza- 
tion of teachers—the American Federation of 
Teachers.”—Introd. Based on data supplied 
by local teachers’ unions and individuals it 
cites cases of group action resulting in im- 
proved conditions for the profession and dis- 
cusses educational objectives from this view- 
point. Important and useful for its partisan 
point of view on general questions of educa- 
tional policy. 
331.881137 American Federation of Teachers 
55-13572 


Bemis, Maynard and others. Boardsman- 
ship; a guide for the school board mem- 
ber. 1955. 118p. illus. Stanford, $3. 


The purpose of this guide is “to present a 
positive, active, and practical picture of what 
school boards should do and how the board 
members may fulfill their position of public 
trust more effectively and_ efficiently.”— 
Preface. Although it is addressed to Cali- 
fornians and contains tables and other ma- 
terial of purely local interest it also includes 
a sound presentation of the principles of good 
boardsmanship that could be applied with 
profit in other localities. A cheerful, concise 
text is augmented by cartoon drawings. 

379.153 School boards—California 55-11795 (W) 
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Boggs, Winthrop Smillie. The foundations 
of philately; with an introd. by Cornelius 
W. Wickersham. Published in collabora- 
tion with the Philatelic Foundation. 1955. 
196p. illus. Van Nostrand, $5. 


A good basic book that goes far beyond the 
usual manual on stamp collecting. In a 
direct, readable style Part one describes the 
development of postal service, particularly 
the British and American postal systems, 
and the origin and development of stamps and 
stamp collecting; Part two is a practical guide 
to the building and care of a collection, and 
Part three explains the technical processes 
of stamp-making and postal markings. One 
of those out-of-the-ordinary books that 
arouse interest in objects of everyday use. 
383.22 Postage-stamps—Collectors and collecting 
55-13747 (W) 


Brings, Lawrence Martin, ed. The modern 
treasury of Christmas plays; a collection 
of one-act plays for church and school. 
1955. 536p. illus. T. S. Denison & Co., 321 
Fifth Ave. So., Minneapolis 15, Minn., 
$4.50. 

A collection of 22 nonroyalty plays on the 
Christmas theme, using simple settings and 
casts of from five to ten players; provision 
is made for choir participation and the inclu- 
sion of extra players, and the playing time 
varies from 25 minutes to an hour. The plavs 
have small literary merit but the volume will 
be useful to church, school, and club groups 
as an answer to the Christmas program 
problem. 

394.268 Christmas plays 55-11861 (W) 
Dreiman, David B. How to get better 
schools, a tested program. Foreword by 
Roy E. Larsen. 1956. 267p. Harper, paper- 
covered boards with cloth backbone, $3.50. 


This story of the National Citizens Commis- 
sion for the Public Schools tells the history, 
operating methods, and future aims of the 
organization. Case histories of educational 
problems and progress in such cities as Min- 
neapolis, Houston, and New Canaan, Con- 
necticut, show how the NCCPS encourages 
teamwork between laymen and educators to 
achieve its better schools goal. Practical 
advice on organizing state and local action 
includes material on working with television 
and radio media, waging a winning campaign, 
and evaluating the condition of individual 
school districts. A quiz for citizen committees 
and a list of state citizens’ committees are 
appended. 
370.6273 National 
Public Schools 


Commission for the 
55-11406 (W) 


Citizens 


Grattan, Clinton Hartley. In quest of 


knowledge; a historical perspective on 
adult education. 1955. 337p. Association 
Press, $4.75. 

The book was made possible by the financial 
support of The Fund for Adult Education and 
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is addressed to all persons who are interested 
in any phase of adult education. Maintaining 
that adult education has been going on since 
the beginning of history, the author sketches 
in the western European background from 
primitive man to the industrial revolution, 
and gives a brief résumé of British experience 
before surveying American efforts as fully as 
possible in the present underorganized state 
of research. Of particular interest to libraries. 
374.09 Education of adults—Hist. 55-7412 


Hutchison, Bruce. The struggle for the 
border. Maps drawn by James MacDon- 
ald. 1955. 500p. illus. Longmans, paper- 
covered boards, $6. 
Canadian-U.S. relations are reviewed with 
focus on the men who were outstanding in 
formulating them. The review traces in de- 
tailed but readable narration the not always 
peaceable events by which the U.S.-Canadian 
border was established and accepted and the 
matters of conflict or potential conflict since 
acceptance of the physical boundary. Writ- 
ten from the Canadian point of view the book 
is a worthwhile addition to the popularized 
history shelf. 
327.730971 U.S.—Relations (general) with Canada 
Canada—Relations (general) with the U.S. |! 
North America—Hist. 55-8311 (W) 


Johnson, Elmer D. Communication; a con- 
cise introduction to the history of the 
alphabet, writing, printing, books and 
libraries. 1955. 211p. Scarecrow Press, 
Box 1055, New Brunswick, N.J., $4. 


“This book presents the story of the gradual 
development of writing, of books and of li- 
braries. The trail from colored pebbles to 
microcards is long and involved, but is direct 
and meaningful.”—Page 1. By way of simpli- 
fying the story, the author proceeds sten bv 
step through the ancient world, the Middle 
Ages, Europe and England, colonial America, 
and modern times, describing the methods 
used in each period to produce, preserve, and 
make available the written records by means 
of which each generation communicates 
knowledge to its successors. 


7384 [027] Libraries—Hist. 55-13927 


National Conference of Social Work. 
Minority groups: segregation and inte- 
gration. 1955. 110p. Columbia, paper- 
covered boards, $2.25. 

“Papers presented at the 82d annual forum of 
the National Conference of Social Work.”— 
Subtitle. Leaders in or connected with so- 
cial service work give field reports on many 
topics: a Girl Scout-sponsored youth pro- 
gram for California migrant workers, segre- 
gation setbacks and achievements in a Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, Family Service Organiza- 
tion, critical areas in public school desegre- 
gation. The individual reports are valuable 
in that they record both failure and suc- 
cess; the necessity of concrete action in the 
present is coupled with the need for long- 


| If you are interested in the | 
_ Midwest, read: 


BEVERY HOUSE A FRONTIER 


| 

| 

| Detroit's Economic Progress, 
1815 - 1825 


by Floyd Russell Dain 


The author skillfully 
narrates how Detroit, 
devastated by war, preyed 
upon by Indians, and cut 
off from regular commu- 
nications, emerges during 
this decade as the center 
for commerce and indus- 
try for the Michigan Ter- 
ritory. ° 

176 pages, casebound, 
$3.50. 


Wayne University Press 
4841 Cass Avenue 
Department B 
Detroit 1, Michigan 


range vision and planning. A realistic view 
of contemporary social problems not only for 
the professional, but for the layman interested 
in intergroup and interracial progress. 

*301.45 325.173 Segregation—U.S. |! Social case 
work 56-5879 


Neumann, Sigmund, ed. Modern political 
parties; approaches to comparative poli- 
tics. Contributors: Frederick C. Barghoorn 
[and others]. 1956. 460p. Univ. of Chic., 
$7.50. 

A comparative study of political parties 
around the world, prepared in the anticipa- 
tion that this view of dynamic social forces 
would yield a realistic appraisal of compara- 
tive politics and a key to the understanding 
of world affairs. Specialists from each area 
examine the persistent patterns and problems 
of the major party systems of Great Britain 
and the Dominions, France, Belgium, Scan- 
dinavia, the U.S., the U.S.S.R., Japan, and 
Germany; less familiar and newly independ- 
ent countries in Latin America and Asia are 
omitted for reasons of space. 


329 Political parties 55-10249 


Pringle, Patrick. Hue and cry; the story 
of Henry and John Fielding and their 
Bow Street runners. Illus. with ports., 


drawings, and documents. 1955. 230p. 
illus. Morrow, $4. 


The police forces that are an accepted part 
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of the modern scene are a surprisingly recent 
development in England, for the Metropolitan 
Police Force of London was not established 
until 1829. The author paints a full and 
grisly picture of crime and punishment in 
eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century 
Britain, which had the most criminals and the 
harshest criminal code of any European 
country, and relates the early history of the 
police force founded by the two Fieldings, 
Henry who is better known as a novelist, and 
his blind brother John. 

364.942 Fielding, Henry || Fielding, Sir John || 
London—Police |! Crime and criminals—England— 
London 55-3564 


Snyder, Richard M. Measuring business 
changes; a handbook of significant busi- 
p> indicators. 1955. 382p. illus. Wiley, 
7.95. 


A guide to sources of data on factors affect- 
ing business, and cursory advice on interpret- 
ing the data. The sources are examined by 
the factors covered—national income, popula- 
tion, employment and earnings of labor, 
commodity prices, production and business 
activity, construction activity, trade, finan- 
cial activity, stock prices. Sources are those 
which give historical background as well as 
current data. 
338.54 Business 
(Economics) 


Index numbers 
55-10003 


forecasting || 


Sullivan, Katharine. Girls on parole. 1956. 
243p. Houghton, paper-covered boards 
with cloth backbone, $3. 


A member of the Massachusetts Parole Board 
sympathetically discusses the many problems 
that confront a woman on her conditional re- 
lease from prison. Using case histories to 
illustrate her points the author talks of alco- 
holics, unwed mothers, and defective de- 
linquents, emphasizing in each case the im- 
portance of affection and understanding in 
helping the individual create a new life. 
Miss Sullivan clearly shows that the lack of 
such understanding in early years is often 
the underlying reason for a subsequent career 
of crime. For the sociologist and interested 
reader. 

364.624 Delinquent girls || Parole 55-10025 (W) 
Todd, Frederick P. Cadet gray. Illus. by 
Frederick T. Chapman. 1955. 112p. illus. 
11% in. Sterling, $7.50. 


In a pictorial history of life at West Point 
as seen through its uniforms, the director of 
the West Point Museum details the evolu- 
tion of cadet dress and accouterments from 
1802, when the U.S. Military Academy was 
established, to the present. Text and illus- 
trations describing changes in dress and band 
uniform, fatigue and foul weather clothing, 
summer camp, classroom, and athletic garb, 
and arms and insignia incorporate much of 
general interest about West Point history, or- 
ganization, traditions, and cadet life. 
355.071173 U.S. Military Academy, West Point 
55-12306 
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Valentine, Alan Chester. Vigilante justice. 
1956. 173p. Viking, $3.50. 

Mid-nineteenth-century San Francisco is the 
setting for this study of law and order on 
the American frontier. In his justification of 


jvigilante activity the author tells of a group 


of citizens who took the law into its own 
hands to penalize crime in a fast-growing 
city. Mr. Valentine brings much local color 
to his discussion of a short-lived but impor- 
tant happening in American history. For the 
general reader. 


+364.14 Vigilance committees—California 56-5251 


500-600 NATURAL SCIENCE 
—USEFUL ARTS 


Axelrod, Herbert R. and Schultz, Leonard 
P. Handbook of tropical aquarium fishes. 
1955. 718p. illus. 10 in. McGraw-Hill, $10. 


The editor of Tropical Fish Hobbyist Maga- 
zine and the curator of fishes at the United 
States National Museum of the Smithsonian 
Institution are the co-authors of this com- 
prehensive manual designed to serve both 
hobbyists and scientists. Approximately 150 
pages are devoted to an outline of ichthyology, 
aquarium management, and the pathology of 
fishes; the bulk of the book consists of an 
illustrated, scientifically accurate catalog of 
aquarium fishes, an extensive glossary, and 
selected references. 


590.74 Aquariums |! Fishes—Tropics 54-8817 (W) 


Friedmann, Georges. Industrial society; 
the emergence of the human problems of 
automation (Probleémes humains du 
machinisme industriel) Ed. and with an 
introd. by Harold L. Sheppard. 1955. 436p. 
Free Press, $6. 

A translation of the second volume of a 
trilogy in which a French sociologist surveys 
the problems of a technological civilization. 
In this volume, which concentrates on the 
difficulties that arise from the mechaniza- 
tion of industry, the author first examines 
Taylorism and finds it wanting from a bio- 
logical standpoint; he then considers mo- 
notony, boredom, and related factors, conclud- 
ing with a review and analysis of experi- 
ments, some of them American, in human 
relations. An interesting foreign contribution 
to industrial research distinguished for its 
breadth and humanistic viewpoint. 

658.01 Automation |! Psychology, Industrial 
Industrial management 55-10991 


Grimshaw, Austin. Problems of the in- 
dependent businessman. 1955. 403p. illus. 
McGraw-Hill, $6.50. 


The author, a business administration pro- 
fessor, first defines small business, describes 
its important role in the national economy, 
and outlines workable proposals for its aid 
while explaining types of assistance proved 
impractical. He devotes the second and 
greater part of his book to case studies of 





representative small enterprises, including 
their balance sheets and other financial ex- 
hibits, some as recent as 1953. Useful in all 
business collections. 


658.1 Small business—Case studies 55-7278 


Mallan, Lloyd. Men, rockets and space 
rats. Foreword by T. S. Power. 1956. 335p. 
illus. Messner, paper-covered boards, 
$5.95. 

From material gathered at White Sands, 
Wright Air Development Center, Bell Air- 
craft, and other military and commercial re- 
search centers, the author gives a compre- 
hensive layman’s review of recent aeronauti- 
cal progress in America. Informally and 
dramatically he presents developments in 
terms of the men who made them, from the 
supersonic flights of experimental test pilots 
to the work done by men less widely known 
in research balloon projects, the telescopic 
mapping of space, solar radiation studies, 
acceleration and deceleration tests, and the 
many other experiments in rocket engineering 
and human adaptation which are rapidly 
bringing man closer to space flight. 

*629.14353 629.13338 Rockets (Aeronautics) !! 
U.S. Air Force 55-7257 (W) 


Marcus, William and Levy, Alex. Practi- 
cal radio servicing. 1955. 565p._ illus. 
McGraw-Hill, $8.50. 


“A simplified approach to the servicing of 
A-C/D-C superheterodyne receivers, battery 
receivers, three-way portables, and small 
phonograph combinations.”—Subtitle. As a 
training book for those learning the trade 
of radio servicing it gives an orderly, com- 
prehensive review of basic practices which 
can also be used as a refresher by practicing 
technicians. 

*621.3843 621.384136 Radio—Repairing 
Amateurs’ manuals 


!| Radio— 
55-6161 


National Manpower Council. Improving 
the work skills of the Nation. 1955. 203p. 
Columbia, $3.50; paper, $2.25. 


“Proceedings of a conference on skilled man- 
power held April 27-May 1, 1955, at Arden 
House, Harriman Campus of Columbia Uni- 
versity.”—Subtitle. A further report by the 
Council, confirming the findings and recom- 
mendations made in their 1954 statement, 
A policy for skilled manpower (BooKLIsT 
51:259, F 15 55). Again the conferees see a 
need for better training in the three R’s, and 
advocate increased attention to vocational 
education and guidance. 

607 Technical education—U.S. |! Vocational guid- 
ance || Labor supply—U.S. 56-5878 


Newman, James Roy, ed. What is science? 
Twelve eminent scientists and philoso- 
vhers explain their various fields to the 
layman. 1955. 493p. illus. Simon & Schus- 


ter, paper-covered boards with cloth 
backbone, $4.95. 


A stimulating collection of essays by well- 





known scientists, especially written for this 
volume to acquaint the general reader with 
the various sciences and the scientific outlook. 
Bertrand Russell’s provocative article on the 
human values implicit in science heads the 
list, which also includes papers by Edmund 
Taylor Whittaker, Hermann Bondi, Edward 
U. Condon, John Read, Ernest Baldwin, 
Warder Clyde Allee, Julian Huxley, Edwin G. 
Boring, Clyde Kluckhohn, Erich Fromm, and 
Jacob Bronowski. 


504 Science 55-11042 (W) 


Schenk, Gustav. The book of poisons. Tr. 
from the German by Michael Bullock. 
1955. 310p. Rinehart, $5. 


A readable, informative, and comprehensive 
story of the world’s poisons and drugs, to- 
gether with data on their use and misuse. The 
author has succeeded in reviewing famous 
poisons of all time almost without recourse to 
technical terminology and provides the reader 
with one of the few popular surveys of the 
subject. Originally published in German in 
1954, the translation, on the whole, is well 
done but retains traces of the original German. 
615.9 Poisons 55-11017 


West, Ruth. Stop dieting! Start losing! 
1956. 196p. Dutton, paper-covered boards, 
$2.95. 


Because she believes that our living patterns 
have changed while our eating habits remain 
adapted to strenuous pioneer activities, the 
author has worked out procedures whereby 
traditional recipes retain their flavor, eye- 
appeal, and nutritional value without their 
mischief-making high-calorie ingredients. She 
tells how and where to shop for low-calorie 
brands and ingredients, gives basic decal- 
orized recipes with suggestions for variations, 
and offers a brisk, persOnal, but sound ex- 
planation of dietary principles. 


+616.39 Corpulence || Diet 55-8316 (W) 


Wickenden, Leonard. Our daily poison; 
the effects of DDT, fluorides, hormones, 
and other chemicals on modern man. Fore- 
word by Morton S. Biskind, pref. by Wil- 
liam Coda Martin, introd. by Jonathan 
Forman. 1955. 178p. Devin-Adair, paper- 
covered boards, $3. 

That chemical dangers confront modern man 
in many guises is the alarming message in 
this book written by an author-chemist. As 
pointed out in the prefatory material Mr. 
Wickenden’s cause is a vital one and he wages 
his campaign in a vigorous, straightforward 
manner. In discussing the harmful chemicals 
present in such everyday products as insect 
sprays, cosmetics, and bread the author makes 
use of periodical material and Congressional 
testimonies, and concludes with practical sug- 
gestions for fighting this modern menace. A 
grim, informative report lightened by flashes 
of unexpected humor. For the layman. 

615.9 Poisons—Physiological effect 55-10831 
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700 FINE ARTS 


Bauer, Marion and Peyser, Ethel. How 
opera grew; from ancient Greece to the 
present day. 1956. 495p. port. Putnam, $6. 
A writing team that specializes in histories 
of music chooses opera in this instance. 
From the prenatal period in Greece (800 B.c.) 
to Stravinsky and Menotti, this account traces 
the ups and downs, the advances and retro- 
gressions, and the maladies and cures of 
opera that reflect the fluctuating social and 
economic changes through the centuries. 
Mention is made of musical comedy and other 
varieties of lyric stage works. Effusive and 
coy writing, repetitiousness, and some notable 
omissions limit the usefulness of this history. 
782.09 Opera—Hist. & crit. 55-5782 (W) 


Browning, Robert H. K. A history of golf, 
the royal and ancient game. 1955. 236p. 
illus. Dutton, $6. 

The former editor of the British magazine 
Golfing reaches far back into the past for 
evidence to substantiate the Scots’ claims to 
be the originators of the sport favored by 
kings and commoners. With a humor and un- 
erring choice of arresting detail that will 
appeal to others than golfers the author 
describes early equipment, costumes, and 
customs, and traces the evolution of golf from 
an art into a science, punctuating factual in- 
formation with such tales as that of the 
seventeenth-century lady golfer whose pro- 
ficiency was attributed to witchcraft. 


796.352 Golf—Hist. 55-9646 


Disher, Maurice Willson. Victorian song, 
from dive to drawing room. 1956. 256p. 
illus. Macmillan, $4.50. 


A book to stand alongside Laver’s Victorian 
vista (Book ist 52:207, Ja 15 56); as detailed 
as fine etchings of the period the two volumes 
present close-up and broad views of the 
same scene. With a twinkle, Mr. Disher pokes 
good-natured fun at the prim, sentimental 
Victorians whose songs breathed soulfulness 
in contrast to the lusty eighteenth-century 
praises of strong drink and the Edwardian 
celebrations of lovesome gardens. Social his- 
tory rather than musical criticism; no music. 
4784.3 English ballads and songs || Gt. Brit.— 
Soc. life & cust. [56-13572] 


800 LITERATURE 


Anouilh, Jean. The lark; tr. by Christo- 
pher Fry. 1956. 103p. Oxford, $2.75. 


This French drama is based on the timeless 
story of Joan of Arc. Anouilh’s Joan cap- 
tures the curious blend of earthly naiveté 
and spiritual wisdom in her make-up and, 
although the play shifts in time and place, 
she is always the dominating force. The 
flexible dialog, as well as the characteriza- 
tion, evokes the miracle of a young girl who 
chose to die rather than to desert her vision. 
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Lillian Hellman’s adaptation for Broadway 
production (1955. 144p. Random, $2.95. 
a lacks the prose poetry of Fry’s trans- 
ation. 


842.91: Jeanne d’Arc, Saint—Drama 56-5472 


Lucas, Frank Laurence. Style. 1955. 294p. 
Macmillan, $4. 

The problem of style is leisurely and lucidly 
considered by a noted Cambridge professor 
in this delightful volume. Interweaving his 
discussion of qualities essential to good writ- 
ing—clarity, urbanity, simplicity, brevity, and 
variety—with well-chosen examples from the 
works of great writers he follows his own ad- 
vice in presenting a beautifully written guide 
for those who would write well. 
808 Style, Literary [55-57020} 
McEvoy, Joseph Patrick. Charlie would 
have loved this. 1956. 172p. Duell, paper- 
covered boards, $2.75. 


Amusing observations on domestic life and on 
the daily grind of making a living. Running 
through the pieces is a gentle insistence that 
the relaxed approach makes for a _ longer, 
happier life. Originally published in Reader’s 
Digest and other magazines. 
817.5 


Miles, Josephine. Prefabrications. 
90p. Indiana Univ., $2.75. 


These poems by a teacher at the University 
of California are concerned with many things 
—a city apartment, a holiday jaunt, a train's 
passage through a small town. Yet from the 
concreteness of the subject matter the poet 
proceeds into the world of abstract ideas and 
emotions. Her poems are, for the most part, 
short and simply stated, yet they contain a 
depth of meaning. Some of the poems have 
previously appeared in Furiosa, the Hudson 
Review, and other periodicals. 
811.5 


56-5616 (W) 


1955. 


55-8450 


Woods, John. The deaths at Paragon, In- 
diana. 1955. 61p. Indiana Univ., $2.75. 


A collection of poetry that takes its name from 
the poet’s-eye view of an auto crash. In the 
title poem, as in the remainder of the book, 
Mr. Woods leavens the substance of human 
life with the transforming element of imagina- 
tive insight. His sharply etched poems, 
stripped of excess verbiage, contain emo- 
tional and psychological truths concerning 
childhood memories, death, and human re- 
lationships. A work which testifies that 
creative strength can be drawn even from 
the uncertain climate of our times. 


811.5 55-8449 


900 HISTORY 


Borton, Hugh. Japan’s modern century. 
1955. -524p. illus., ports., maps. Ronald, $7. 


Columbia University’s Professor of Japanese 
and Director of the East Asian Institute makes 
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use of his specialized knowledge to explain 
Japan’s phenomenal transformation within 
the last century from a secluded, semifeudal, 
agrarian country to a modern industrial state. 
Interpreting and analyzing the forces, both 
internal and external, that brought about this 
change, the author offers reasonable and, in 
some cases, disquieting answers to the ques- 
tions: How did Japan get that way? and 
Where is it likely to go? 


952.03 Japan—Hist. 55-10667 


Drucker, Philip. Indians of the Northwest 
coast. 1955. 208p. illus., map. McGraw-Hill, 
$5.75. 


The Indians who lived along the coasts of 
British Columbia and southeast Alaska in 
the nineteenth century had a colorful, vigor- 
ous civilization which is reflected in the fine 
collection of material objects preserved in 
the American Museum of Natural History. 
An ethnologist examines this collection and 
fills in the cultural background of social 
customs, religious beliefs, and ceremonial 
patterns associated with the specimens. An 
authoritative and interesting reconstruction of 
a way of life that survives only in fragments. 
970.4 Indians of North America—Northwest coast 
of North America |! Indians of North America— 
Antiq. 55-9543 (W) 


Gibbs, Henry. Background to bitterness: 
the story of South Africa, 1652-1954. 1956. 
255p. Philosophical Library, paper-cov- 
ered boards, $4.75. 


Called an interpretative history this book 
on South Africa attempts, as stated in the 
preface, “to observe what tendencies and 
influences caused both intergroup conflict 
and racial collision in the past . . .” and con- 
cludes by analyzing the current apartheid 
movement from the British standpoint. Popu- 
larly styled, based partly on privately owned 
source materials and on firsthand knowledge 
of the Union of South Africa, it will be valu- 
able in most history collections. Lacks maps. 
7968 Africa, South—Hist. 55-13947 


Holbrook, Stewart Hall. The Columbia. 
Illus. by Ernest Richardson. 1956. 393p. 
illus. Rinehart, $5. 


An adopted but loyal son of the Pacific 
Northwest long known for his enthusiastic 
writings about the region and its people cen- 
ters his attention on the Columbia in the 
fiftieth “Rivers of America” volume. Geo- 
graphically he traces the 1,200-mile Colum- 
bia from remote headwaters in the Canadian 
Rockies to its Pacific outlet; and beginning 
historically with the early explorers, he covers 
fur-trading days, pioneer settlements, the 
steamboat era, railroading, lumbering, the 
salmon industry, and modern water-power 
developments. A lively story filled throughout 
with colorful details, personalities, and anec- 
dotes. 
979.73. Columbia River || Northwest, Pacific—Hist. 
55-10527 (W) 


Jarvis, Henry Wood and Skeat, Walter W. 
— to Farouk. 1956. 298p. Macmillan, 
4.50. 


More than 5,000 years of Egyptian history 
are compressed into one volume that deals 
briefly with Egypt’s ancient glories and re- 
serves most of its attention for the less 
familiar details of more recent political de- 
velopments. This summary, written from a 
British point of view, will be useful as back- 
ground material for interpreting current 
Egyptian history and politics. 


+962 Egypt—Hist. [55-43969] (W) 


Sharp, Paul Frederick. Whoop-Up coun- 
try; the Canadian-American West, 1865- 
1885. 1955. 347p. illus. Univ. of Minn., $5. 


Northern Montana and Idaho and portions of 
southern Alberta and Saskatchewan comprise 
the whoop-up country told of in these pages. 
The author’s colorful panorama of late nine- 
teenth-century history includes material on 
Indian raids, mule train trips, and diplomacy 
across the international border. An informa- 
tive, readable account of a little-known chap- 
ter in western expansion and development. 
Bibliography included. 
978 Frontier and pioneer life—Northwestern States 
Frontier and pioneer life—Northwest, Canadian || 
U.S.—Relations (general) with Canada || Canada— 
Relations (general) with the U.S. 55-11710 


910 DESCRIPTION AND TRAVEL 


Joseph, Richard. Guide to Europe and the 
Mediterranean. 1956. 463p. Doubleday, 
$5.95. 


The author of World wide travel guide (Boox- 
List 48:267, Ap 15 52) again gives practical 
advice and travel tips. A general discussion 
of packing, finances, and transportation pre- 
cedes a country-by-country coverage in which 
data on hotels, food, clothing, and dates of 
outstanding events are included. Although 
this book does not contain detailed back- 
ground material on the various countries it is 
useful for its up-to-date information. 
914 Travel !! Europe—Descr. & trav.—Guide- 
books || Levant—Descr. & trav.—Guide-books 
55-7009 (W) 


Lee. William Storrs. The Green Mountains 
of Vermont. Illus. by Edward Sanborn. 
Photos. by the author. 1955. 318p. illus. 
Holt, $5. 


Since the Green Mountains dominate Ver- 
mont the book is a presentation of history, 
description, and anecdote of the state and its 
people. Natural beauty and resources and 
human characteristics are agreeably set forth 
for native consumption and for the informa- 
tion of visitors from out of the state. 

917.43 Green Mountains || Vermont—Descr. & 
trav. 55-10642 


Priestley, John Boynton and Hawkes, 
Jacquetta. Journey down a-rainbow. 1956. 
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288p. Harper, paper-covered boards with 
cloth backbone, $3.50. 


An English husband and wife temporarily go 
their separate ways to report on the contem- 
porary American scene; J.B.P. to Dallas, Fort 
Worth, and Houston, and J.H. to the Indian 
country of New Mexico. Their letters to each 
other excellently contrast the two cultures 
and in the Indian folkways, rooted in ancient 
traditions, J.H. finds a sanity that her husband 
does not discover in a frenzied round of foot- 
ball games, television productions, and small 
talk. Avoiding the well-worn clichés of many 
foreign observers, the Priestleys with wit, 
irony, and good humor, draw a composite, 
philosophical portrait of an old and new 
America. 
917.9 Texas—Descr. & trav. || New Mexico—Descr. 
& trav. || Indians of North America—New Mexico 
55-8031 (W) 


920 OR B BIOGRAPHY 


Beard, Mary (Ritter). The making of 
Charles A. Beard, an interpretation. With 
chapters by Arthur W. Macmahon and 
George Radin, and reports from Japanese 
correspondents. 1955. 104p. Exposition, $3. 
The wife of a well-known American political 
scientist and historian presents a brief but 
informative survey of her husband’s family 
background, education, and professional and 
teaching careers. Also included are reports 
on Beard’s work in Japanese self-government 
and two essays by George Radin and Arthur 
W. Macmahon that deal respectively with his 
mission to Yugoslavia and his great ability as 
a teacher. A many-sided, personalized view 
of a man who was both a thinker and a doer. 
B Beard, Charles Austin 55-12123 


Bove, Charles F. and Thomas, Dana Lee. 
A Paris surgeon’s story. Foreword by Le- 
land Stowe. 1956. 306p. Little, paper- 
covered boards, $4.50. 


Twenty eventful years as a staff member of 
the American Hospital in Paris are recalled 
by an American doctor in this autobiography. 
Dr. Bove’s heart belonged to Paris and the 
medical profession and his love for both be- 
comes more and more apparent as the book 
progresses. Although the idiosyncrasies of 
some famous patients—Ernest Hemingway, 
General Pershing, and Aimee Semple McPher- 
son—result in lively anecdotal material the 
book’s high light comes in the author’s terse 
descriptions of early World War II days. Dr. 
Bove’s drive to Biarritz through the refugee- 
crowded roads of France and his herculean 
job of caring for two hospitals of wounded 
soldiers present a graphic picture of war- 
time havoc and courage. 

B 56-5617 (W) 


Breit, Harvey. The writer observed. 1956. 
286p. World, $3.75. 


A collection of brief interviews conducted 
by a staff writer of the New York Times Book 
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Review from 1948 to 1952. Mr. Breit’s sub- 
jects are contemporary writers—British and 
American—and the roster includes Carl Sand- 
burg, Norman Mailer, T. S. Eliot, and W. 
Somerset Maugham. Conversation centers on 
books and writing, yet the questions and 
answers are such that the reader gains a 
definite impression of the individual. A book 
to be read in slow stages. 
928.2 Authors, English |! Authors, American 
56-5311 (W) 


Comandini, Adele. Doctor Kate, angel on 
snowshoes; the story of Kate Pelham 
Newcomb, M.D. 1956. 339p. illus. Rinehart, 
paper-covered boards with cloth back- 
bone, $3.75. 

The woman doctor recently given nation- 
wide attention because of her community’s 
million-pennies drive for a hospital in Wis- 
consin, for which she was responsible, is 
given tribute in this story of her life. Al- 
though the narration is journalistic it con- 
veys the fine character and achievements of 
Dr. Newcomb and will have popular appeal. 
B Newcomb, Kate (Pelham) 56-5290 (W) 


Dunnington, Guy Waldo. Carl Friedrich 
Gauss, Titan of science; a study of his 
life and work. 1955. 479p. illus., ports. 
Exposition, $6. 

A comprehensive biography of the nine- 
teenth-century German scientist who has not 
previously received attention in English in a 
full-length study. Both Gauss’s scientific de- 
velopment and contributions and his personal 
lie are reviewed in straightforward style. 
Appendixes give further data on his honors 
and appointments, genealogy, library books 
borrowed by Gauss in his student days, 
courses taught by Gauss, and a bibliography. 
B_ Gauss, Karl Friedrich 55-10291 


Kennedy, John Fitzgerald. Profiles in 
courage. 1956. 266p. illus. Harper, paper- 
covered boards with cloth backbone, $3.50. 


Courageous turning points in the lives of 
American statesmen are explored by the 
young U.S. senator from Massachusetts. In 
viewing such men as John Quincy Adams, 
Sam Houston, George Norris, and Robert A. 
Taft he points out how each, in different eras 
and situations, chose to follow a nonconform- 
ist path of integrity despite widespread dis- 
approval and/or professional ruin. As Allan 
Nevins’ foreword and the author’s conclud- 
ing chapter on courage point out, bravery 
is a matter of conscience and one man’s 
integrity is capable of changing the course of 
a nation. Bibliography included. 


923.273 U.S. Congress. Senate—Biog. || Courage 
55-11279 (W) 


Keyes, Nelson Beecher. Ben Franklin, an 
affectionate portrait. 1956. 318p. Hanover, 
$2.95. 

A readable, unpretentious biography obvious- 
ly produced for the 250th anniversary of 





Franklin’s birth. The author is concerned 
mainly with his subject’s public life and al- 
though his coverage of Franklin’s many and 
remarkable activities is interesting enough, 
the spirit of the man is never fully cap- 
tured. Not approaching the definitive stature 
of Van Doren’s Benjamin Franklin (Boox- 
List 35:83, N 1 38) but an adequate introduc- 
tion to the man and his times. For the 
general reader. 

B Franklin, Benjamin 56-5408 (W) 
Kooiman, W. J. By faith alone; the life of 
Martin Luther, tr. by Bertram Lee Woolf. 
1956. 218p. Philosophical Library, $6. 


A well-proportioned biography of Martin 
Luther written by a Dutch professor. Without 
wasting words the author concentrates on 
the salient points of Luther’s life, viewing 
him both as an individual and as the figure 
who sparked the dormant forces of reforma- 
tion. In carefully fashioned, unspectacular 
prose Mr. Kooiman etches a decisive portrait 
that avoids the psychological probings so 
prevalent in Rudolph Thiel’s Luther (Boox- 
List 52:165, D 15 55). For the general reader. 
B Luther, Martin 56-13585 


Lehmann, John. The whispering gallery; 
autobiography 1. 1955. 342p. illus. Har- 
court, $5. 

Reminiscences of an English writer and edi- 
tor will be of greatest value to readers inter- 
ested in the poets and other intellectual 
writers of the 1920’s and 1930’s with whom 
the author was associated. The first part, 
describing a happy childhood in a large, active 
country household, will appeal to Anglophiles. 
jn volume ends with the approach of war in 

9. 
B 55-10813 


Prescott, Orville. The five-dollar gold 

piece; the development of a point of view. 

a by Vasiliu. 1956. 242p. illus. Random, 
50. 


The five-dollar gold piece given to Orville 
Prescott for learning to read was the first 
milestone in a road that led him to his 
present job as a book reviewer for the New 
York Times. His progress along that road 
is described in this autobiography that 
stresses the author’s lifelong love for the 
written word. The recital of episodes of a 
Rocky Mountain boarding school, a succes- 
sion of unconventional jobs, and unnerving 
incidents on the lecture platform reveal the 
author’s ability to find humor and enrich- 
ment in the world of men as well as in the 
world of books. Writing with informal ease 
he combines these two worlds in a warm yet 
singularly objective self-portrait. 
B 56-5202 (W) 


Slonim, Mark L’vovich. Three loves of 
Dostoevsky. 1955. 300p. Rinehart, paper- 
covered boards with cloth backbone, $4. 


The women in Dostoevsky’s life receive recog- 


nition in this biographical exploration of his 
attachments. In showing how his first wife 
Maria, his mistress Apollinaria, and his sec- 
ond wife Anna influenced Dostoevsky in vary- 
ing ways and degrees Mr. Slonim links the 
writer’s emotional ups and downs with his 
literary productivity. Reconstructed from 
documented material this intimate investi- 
gation tends, in some instances, to trespass 
rather freely in strictly personal matters. 
For the Dostoevsky student. 


B_ Dostoevskii, Fedor Mikhailovich 55-10526 


Fiction 


Blankfort, Michael. The strong hand. 1956. 
318p. Little, paper-covered boards, $3.75. 
This first-person novel revolves around Leo, 
a young rabbi, and Katy, the woman whom he 
loves. A precept of the Jewish law blocks 
their marriage since there is a remote possi- 
bility that Katy’s first husband, presumed 
dead in World War II, is still alive. The 
author avoids stereotyping the love-versus- 
faith motif and imbues his characters with 
a moderate amount of individuality. The out- 
come, unusual in this day and age, seems 
meet and right under the circumstances. The 
orthodox traditions and ceremonies make up 
some of the more interesting portions of the 
book. 

56-5620 (W) 


Buck, Pearl (Sydenstricker). Imperial 
woman, a novel. 1956. 376p. Day, $4.95. 


See note on p.241. 
Tz‘i-hsi, Empress dowager of China—Fiction 
55-11370 (W) 


Carroll, Malachy Gerard. Time cannot 
dim. 1955. 202p. Regnery, $3.50. 


The human side of a great saint and thinker 
is portrayed in this novel about Thomas 
Aquinas. Viewed against the spiritual-worldly 
background of thirteenth-century Paris the 
Dominican monk emerges as an individual 
who committed every act of his life to God. 
Heresies and splits within the religious orders 
came and went while Aquinas quietly pursued 
truth. Despite the ecstatic tone of the book 
the author’s presentation of the saint is always 
readable and sometimes enlightening. 

Thomas Aquinas, Saint—Fiction 56-13579 (W) 


Farrell, James Thomas. French girls are 
vicious, and other stories. 1955. 177p. Van- 
guard, $3.50. 

The title is an assertion made by an Ameri- 
can woman in the opening sketch of this 
volume of character studies which, because 
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of the absence of plot, are hardly stories. Like 
the people in the eight remaining narratives 
the speaker is an ordinary but nevertheless 
interesting individual depicted at a turning 
point in life. Absorbing in spite of a certain 
flatness but distinctly sophisticated fare. 
55-7890 (W) 


Hoagland, Edward. Cat man. 1956. 310p. 
illus. Houghton, $3.75. 


The raw, unspectacular aspects of circus 
life are given full dimension in this distinctive 
first novel. Seen through the eyes of the cat 
man Fiddler the winos, “townies,” and main- 
tenance men live out their lives from Albany, 
New York, to Council Bluffs, Iowa. Al- 
though the dialog and characterizations pin- 
point the behind-the-scenes activity of big- 
top life it is apparent that the author’s real 
love lies with the animals.’ Each animal is 
endowed with a unique personality; each 
living in the stable world of instinct sets a 
contrast to the uncertain, peopled world be- 
yond the cage. Fiddler, caught between the 
human and the animal world, moves with 
seeming inevitability toward his tragic end. 
55-8877 (W) 


Jhabvala, R. Prawer. Amrita, a novel. 1956. 
283p. Norton, paper-covered boards with 
cloth backbone, $3.50. 


The matrimonial intentions of two young 
people of different social classes give rise to 
complications in an ingenious comedy of man- 
ners set in modern India. Fortunately for 
both determined Amrita and weak-willed 
Hari, however, the interference of her rich 
semi-Anglicized Hindu family and his less 
well-to-do un-Westernized Punjabi relatives 
merely succeeds in preventing what would 
have been a most unsatisfactory match. 
Gently satirical characterizations and pointed 
observations on social customs and habits in 
post-independence New Delhi mark this 
promising first novel directed toward more 
discriminating readers. Published in Great 
Britain under title: To whom she will. 
56-13917 (W) 


Kirst, Hans Hellmut. The revolt of Gun- 
ner Asch. Tr. from the German by Robert 
Kee. 1956. 311p. Little, $3.95. 


See note on p.241. 
56-5044 (W) 


MacLean, Alistair. H.M.S. Ulysses. 1956. 
316p. illus. Doubleday, $3.95. 


Already driven beyond the point of exhaus- 
tion and disgraced in the eyes of the Ad- 
miralty by their attempted mutiny, the men 
of the H.M.S. Ulysses are ordered out on an- 
other convoy run to Murmansk. The six days 
that follow are a nightmare of violent action, 
unimaginable hardship, and unbelievable her- 
oism as officers and crew, exalted by the self- 
less devotion of their dying captain, battle 
arctic gales, submarine packs, bombers, and 
surface assault before perishing in a_ last 
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effort to save the remnants of the convoy. A 
novel of World War II, sometimes over- 
written and melodramatic but almost over- 
whelming in its depiction of human suffering 
and sacrifice. 


World War, 1939-1945—Fiction 56-5441 (W) 


Orwell, George. Keep the aspidistra fly- 
ing. 1956. 248p. Harcourt, $3.75. 


Published in England in 1936 this novel is 
characteristic of the writing of the day which 
voiced social protest. Here the leading char- 
acter Gordon Comstock, a writer, rebels 
against middle-class interest in money and 
single-minded aspirations for a “good” job 
and respectability, symbolized for him by the 
aspidistra growing tenaciously in every par- 
lor. Gordon himself is not an admirable 
figure, and the chronicle of his deliberate 
somewhat narrow-minded choice of miserable 
living conditions is not always pleasant, but 
the novel is of interest as a commentary on 
a recent historical period. 

56-5326 (W) 


Pohl, Frederik and Kornbluth, C. M. A 
town is drowning. 1955. 153p. Ballantine 
Books, $2; paper, 35c. 
The disaster of a small Pennsylvania town 
hit by flood is used as a timely theme. In- 
terest focuses on a group of outsiders stranded 
in the town but a general typical picture is 
given of the devastation to the town itself and 
of the reactions of the people from heroism 
to opportunism. 

55-12407 (W) 


Strachan, Walter John, ed. Modern Italian 
stories. 1956. 304p. Philosophical Library, 
$4.75. 

A collection of contemporary Italian stories 
that reveal in humor, tragedy, pathos, or 
suspense the rich talent of such writers as 
Ignazio Silone, Alberto Moravia, and Riccardo 
Bacchelli. A note on the author precedes 
each story. 


Short stories, “Italian 56-13501 ( W) 


Tolkien, John Ronald Renel. The lord of 
the rings. [v.3] The return of the king. 
1956. 416p.: illus. Houghton, $5. 
Completes the allegorical trilogy begun with 
The fellowship of the ring (Booxkuist 51: 204, 
Ja 1 55). The dark lord of evil is overthrown, 
the rightful king comes into his own; and the 
Age of Men begins. As in the earlier volumes. 
blood-chilling perils contrast with scenes of 
splendor or simplehearted merriment and 
the valor of small, weak things with the mar- 
tial spirit of the strong. The erudite author 
adds realistic background material*in the 
way of annals, chronology, family trees, 
calendars, and a dissertation on language. 
(54-4943) (W) 


Van der Post, Laurens. A bar of shadow. 
1956. 6lp. Morrow, paper-covered boards 





with cloth backbone, $1.95. 


In this moving, beautifully written story 
two Englishmen reflect on their prisoner-of- 
war days during World War II. John Law- 
rence’s thoughts turn to Hara, the cruelest 
of their captors, and he relives the postwar 
period in which Hara was sentenced to die 
for his war crimes. In that interval the 
Japanese and the Englishman learned each 
other’s worth; the description of their final 
parting is a minor masterpiece of human 
compassion edged with the inability to fully 
communicate understanding when it is most 
needed. L.C. classifies in 940.547252. 

56-5299 (W) 


MYSTERY 
AND DETECTIVE STORIES 


Bush, Christopher. The case of the benev- 
olent bookie. 1956. 222p. Macmillan, paper- 


covered boards, $2.75. 
56-261 (W) 


Canaday, John Edwin. Murder at the Flea 
Club, by Matthew Head [pseud.]. 1955. 
246p. Simon & Schuster, paper-covered 
boards with cloth backbone, $2.75. 

55-4455 (W) 


Coles, Manning, pseud. The Basle express. 
1956. 190p. Doubleday, $2.75. 


56-5438 (W) 


Lockridge, Richard and Lockridge, Fran- 
ces. Let dead enough alone; a Captain 
Heimrich mystery. 1956. 191p. Lippincott, 
paper-covered boards, $2.50. 

55-12264 (W) 


Queen, Ellery, pseud. Wrightsville mur- 
ders, an Ellery Queen omnibus. 1956. 575p. 
Little, paper-covered boards, $3.95. 

Contents: Calamity town—The murderer is a 


fox—Ten days’ wonder. 
56-5625 (W) 


Stein, Aaron Marc. Dead storage, by 
George Bagby [pseud.]. 1956. 191p. 
Doubleday, paper-covered boards, $2.75. 

56-5596 (W) 


SCIENCE FICTION 


Conklin, Groff, ed. Science-fiction adven- 
tures in mutation. 1956. 316p. Vanguard, 
paper-covered boards, $3.75. 

55-10482 (W) 


Gunn, James Edward. This fortress world. 
1955. 216p. Gnome, paper-covered boards 
with cloth backbone, $3. 

55-12188 (W) 
The Magazine of fantasy and science fic- 
tion. The best from Fantasy and science 
fiction. Fifth series. Ed. by Anthony 
Boucher. 1956. 256p. Doubleday, paper- 


covered boards, $3.50. 
(52-5510) (W) 


Series 
and editions 


The taste of our time. Skira, each, $4.95. 


BaTAILLE, GEORGES. Manet; [biographical and 
critical study. Tr. by Austryn Wainhouse and 
James Emmons.]. 1955. 135p. illus. 


B_ [759.4] Manet, Edouard 55-10593 


GassieR, PierRE. Goya; [biographical and 

critical study. Tr. by James Emmons.]. 1955. 

139p. illus. : 

B_ [759.6] Goya y Lucientes, Francisco José de 
55-10594 


American book trade directory. 13th ed. 
1956. 609p. 10% in. Bowker, $20. 


Latest edition of a directory issued triennially. 
The major section is a directory of book- 
sellers in the U.S. and its dependencies and in 
Canada; other sections contain directories of 
publishers in the U.S., dealers in foreign 
books, book clubs, book trade periodicals, 
rental chains, book wholesalers, and guides 
to other phases of activity in the book trade. 

4655.4 Book industries and trade—U.S.—Direct. 

Book collectors—U:S. |! Publishers and publishing— 
U.S.—Direct. (15-23627 ) 


Cartwright, Peter. Autobiography. With 
an introd., bibliography, and index by 
Charles L. Wallis. 1956. 349p. Abingdon. 
$3.75. 


A new edition marks the centennial of publi- 
cation of this autobiography of a circuit 
rider. The book is recognized for its portrayal 
of the early nineteenth-century American 
frontier as well as of a prominent figure in 
American Methodism. 

B 56-5127 


Cross, Milton John. The new Milton Cross’ 
complete stories of the great operas. Ed. 
by Karl Kohrs. Rev. and enl. ed. 1955. 
688p. Doubleday, $3.95. 


Five recent operas and five recently given 
new production are included; five older operas 
in the 1952 edition are omitted. The new 
operas included are: Amahl and the night 
visitors, The medium, Peter Grimes. The 
saint of Bleecker Street, and Wozzeck. 

782.68 Operas—Stories, plots, etc. 55-10505 (W) 


Davenport, Marcia (Gluck). Mozart. 1956. 
402p. illus. Scribner, paper-covered boards 
with cloth backbone, $6. 

An edition published to observe the bicenten- 
ary of Mozart’s birth. The author states in 
the foreword: “This book has not been re- 
written, but has been carefully correlated 
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with documentation made available since it 
was first published.” The two major sources 
for changes were the revised Kéchel Chron- 
ological and thematic index, edited by Ein- 
stein, 1937, and the 1938 publication of The 
letters of Mozart and his family, edited by 
Anderson. 
B Mozart, Johann Chrysostom Wolfgang Amadeus 
56-13557 (W) 


Dickens, Charles and Collins, Wilkie. The 
wreck of the Golden Mary. With illus. by 
John Dugan and an introd. by Herbert 
van Thal. 1956. 158p. illus. Library Pub- 
lishers, paper-covered boards, $3.75. 
Originally published in the Christmas, 1856, 
issue of Household Words, and many years 
later in book form, this tale of the sea by two 
English prose masters has been little known 
in the U.S. although it is a narrative with 
good characterization and action. 

56-13660 
Lasser, Jacob Kay. How to run a small 
business. Rev. by Sydney Prerau. 2d ed. 
1955. 332p. McGraw-Hill, $4.95. 
The publisher states that the book has been 
revised to bring it up to date, especially with 
regard to new aspects of the tax laws. 
658 Small business 55-11566 (W) 


Mead, Frank Spencer. Handbook of de- 
nominations in the United States. Rev. 
and enl. ed. 1956. 255p. Abingdon, $2.95. 
Enlarged by 50 pages and with more up-to- 
date data and statistics than in the first edition 
of 1951, listed in Bookuist 47:395, Jl 15 51. 

280.973 Sects—U.S. || U.S.—Religion 55-10270 (W) 


Purvis, Jud. Automatic transmissions 
simplified. 1956. 396p. illus. Goodheart- 
Willcox, $5.45. 
A practical handbook considerably revised 
to cover the many developments in automa- 
tic-transmission design since the 1950 edition. 
629.244 Automobiles—Transmission devices 
55-10958 
Vaeth, Joseph Gerdon. 200 miles up; the 
conquest of the upper air. 2d ed. 1955. 
261p. illus. Ronald, $5. 
The second edition gives “an account of the 
whole American program of upper air re- 
search and relates this exciting program to its 
latest development, the artificial satellite.’”— 
Preface. The first edition was listed in Boox- 
List 48:80, N 1 51. 


*629.14353 629.13338 Atmosphere, Upper || Rockets 
(Aeronautics) 55-11779 


Writers’ Program. Arizona. Arizona, the 
Grand Canyon State; a state guide. Com- 
pletely rev. by Joseph Miller. Ed. by 
Henry G. Alsberg. 1956. 532p. illus., maps. 
Hastings, $6. 

One of the “American guide series” revised 
to cover the many developments in the state 
since the first edition in 1940. 


917.91 Arizona |! Arizona—Descr. & trav.—Guide- 
books 56-446 
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Books for 
young people 


Benét, Laura. Stanley, invincible explorer. 
an with photos. 1955. 299p. illus. Dodd, 


Another competent and solidly detailed biog- 
raphy by a recognized writer traces the life 
of the invincible nineteenth-century explorer 
of the Dark Continent. John Rowlands’ bit- 
terly hard Welsh boyhood, his new life in 
America as the foster son of Henry Morton 
Stanley, his Civil War experiences, and first 
reporting assignments for the New York 
Herald lead up to the search for Livingstone 
which shifted his life interests and energies 
to the further exploration and development 
of Africa. The author succeeds in portraying 
the strength of character and will to succeed 
over seemingly insurmountable difficulties 
which impelled Stanley’s remarkable achieve- 
ments. For better readers. 
B_ Stanley, Sir Henry Morton 55-5155 (W) 
Boyd, William Clouser and Asimov, Isaac. 
Races and people. Illus. by John Bradford. 
1955. 189p. illus. Abelard-Schuman, $2.75. 


In a full but simple and lively discussion 
of the whole subject of race, the authors 
show why cultural and external physical 
differences are insufficient basis for racial 
groupings, and, after explaining cells, chrom- 
osomes, genes, Mendelian laws, and blood 
groups, present a genetic definition of race 
based upon blood-type frequency. They con- 
clude with a re-emphasis of the scientific in- 
validity of racism, at the same time indicating 
the anthropological value of racial grouping in 
tracing human history, together with the 
possibilities of improving the human race 
through understanding and increased knowl- 
edge of genetics. A useful and important clar- 
ification of the meaning of race. 
573 Somatology 55-8630 (W) 
Brown, Vinson. How to make a miniature 
ZOO. 


See note on p.256. 


Burgoyne, Leon E. Ensign Ronan; a story 
of Fort Dearborn. Illus. by Dirk Gring- 
huis. 1955. 184p. illus. Winston, $2.50. 


The troubled western frontier near Chikagou 
forms the setting for a rousing historical 
novel which reaches its climax with the 
massacre at Fort Dearborn in 1812. Ensign 
Ronan, a hotheaded young officer with a 
deep personal hatred of all red men is 
assigned to the fort during the preceding 
months of uneasy truce. Finally forced to 
recognize the integrity and mercy of such 





leaders as Black Partridge and Tecumseh, he 
comes to a better understanding of the In- 
dians and acknowledges his love for the part- 
Indian girl who has saved his life. Charac- 
terization and historical background compen- 
sate for the ordinary plot. 


Chicago—Massacre, 1812—Fiction 55-5742 (W) 


Galt, Thomas Franklin. How the United 


Nations works. [Rev. ed.]. 
See note on p.258. 


Jensen, Lee (La Follette). The pony ex- 
press; illus. with a unique collection of 
historical pictures, assembled by the 
author. Original drawings by Nicholas 
Eggenhofer. 1955. 154p. illus. 11% in. 
Grosset, paper-covered boards, $2.50. 


Detailed historical facts and authentic draw- 
ings from the period, combined with roman- 
tic legend, give substance to this account of 
the pony express. After a dramatic re- 
creation of the first pony relay over the Sierra 
Nevadas in 1860, the author tells how in- 
creased demands of Western settlers for ade- 
quate communications resulted in the daring 
2,000-mile relay mail service between Cali- 
fornia and Missouri. He describes the route, 
riders, weather hazards, and Indian troubles 
and recounts the exploits which gave the 
pony express a glamorous reputation even 
during its brief but colorful existence. Junior 
high and high school. 


383.4973 Pony express 55-13638 (W) 


Keepnews, Orrin and Grauer, Bill. A pic- 
torial history of jazz; people and places 
from New Orleans to modern jazz. Crown, 
$5.95. 

Contains information about jazz musicians 
presented in a manner suitable for conser- 
vative collections. Pictures give added ap- 


? See also note in BooK.ist 52:228, F 1 
6. 


Lambert, Eloise. Our language; the story 
of the words we use. 
See note on p.257. 


Mallan, Lloyd. Men, rockets and space 
rats. 

Will not be read quickly and easily but 
should absorb those interested in rocketry and 
space flight. See also note on p.247. 


Power-Waters, Alma (Shelley). The story 
of young Edwin Booth. Foreword by Eva 
Le Gallienne; with photos. 1955. 192p. 
illus. Dutton, $2.75. 


A fictionized biography in which an author 
intimate with theater traditions understand- 
ingly portrays the boyhood, family relations, 
and early career of Edwin Booth. Going on 
tour at an early age to help protect his bril- 
liant but erratic actor father from a weak- 
ness for drink, Edwin was precipitated onto 


the stage and soon developed a passion for 
acting. He surmounted a series of disasters, 
among them the death of his young wife and 
his brother John Wilkes’s assassination of 
Lincoln, to become one of America’s greatest 
actors. Written with drama and suspense 
in spite of an uneven style, his story should 
appeal to many not especially interested in 
the theater. 


B Booth, Edwin 55-5363 (W) 


Randall, Ruth (Painter). Lincoln’s sons. 
Little, $5. 
For note see Booxk.ist 52:208, Ja 15 56. 


Schoor, Gene. The Leo Durocher story. 
1955. 192p. illus. Messner, $2.95. 

Viewing the manager of the Series-winning 
New York Giants a little more objectively 
than some of his other sports heroes, the 
writer shows Durocher’s weakness for high 
living, gambling, quarrels, and questionable 
associates which threatened his early career. 
He emphasizes, however, Durocher’s apparent 
reformation and the consuming enthusiasm 
for baseball which has helped to effect it. 
Recommended for sports enthusiasts where 
needed. 

B_ Durocher, Leo Ernest 55-9866 (W) 
Sterling, Dorothy. Wall Street; the story 
of the stock exchange. Doubleday, $2.75. 


For note see BooxKList 52:237, F 1 56. 


Stine, George Harry. Rocket man, by Lee 


Correy [pseud.]. Illus. by William J. 
Wagoner. 1955. 224p. illus. Holt, $2.75. 
A new space flight adventure by the author 
of Starship through space (BooK.isT 50: 382, 
Je 1 54) centers upon narrator Tim Layard, 
a Co-op student in rocketry at the New 
Mexico College of Science and Engineering 
50 years from now, who joins the U.N. Space 
Force on special assignment and becomes a 
member of the first successful expedition to 
Mars. Space flight and rocketry enthusiasts 
will find strikingly plausible scientific theory 
behind the ingenious, action-filled plot. 
55-10566 (W) 


Turnbull, Agnes (Sligh). The golden 
journey. Houghton, $3.75. 


Light romance acceptable for older girls. 
See also note in Book.ist 52:147, D 1 55. 


Twitchell, Karl Saben and Wyndham, 
Robert. Keith Arnold in mining engineer- 
ing. 1955. 183p. Dodd, $2.75. 

After helping his uncle, an internationally 
known mining engineer, first during an ex- 
ploratory expedition in Ethiopia and later 
during the development of a project in Saudi 
Arabia, Keith Arnold chooses mining engi- 
neering for his career. The plot is weak and 
improbable but vocational material based on 
Twitchell’s own experience gives an ac- 
curate picture of locating deposits, taking 
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samples, assaying, mapping, and the various 
other aspects of mining engineering. 
55-10012 (W) 


Varkle, Rachel (McBrayer). Pepys’ boy. 
Illus. by Kurt Werth. 1955. 253p. illus. 
Doubleday, paper-covered boards, $2.75. 


Around references made by Samuel Pepys 
and quoted from his famous diary, the au- 
thor has written a story about Toby Wayne- 
man, his roguish young footman. Driven 
from home by a harsh stepmother, nine-year- 
old Toby sets out for the Maldon saltworks, 
beginning a series of adventures in which 
he not only serves in the Pepys’ household 
but also meets William Penn, lives on the 
London waterfront, unwillingly helps the 
highwayman Dick Dudley, and is rescued 
from a prison for homeless boys before 
finally coming to America. Though lively 
enough to appeal to some younger boys as 
an adventure story, the book will be most 
useful as a picture of Restoration London. 
Junior high and high school. 
Pepys, Samuel—Fiction 55-10520 (W) 
THE 1956 edition of Books for the teen age, 
the New York Public Library’s annual list 
of books recommended for leisure reading of 
young people ages thirteen to eighteen, groups 
1,500 titles, about 80 per cent of which are 
adult, under 66 subject headings. The 1955 
publications added to the base list are briefly 
annotated as usual. A guide of tested re- 
liability and usefulness which may be ob- 
tained from the New York Public Library, 
Fifth Ave. and 42d St., N.Y. 18, at 25c per 


copy. 





Suggested for the 
| small library 


Boardsmanship. 244. 
The foundations of philately. 244. 
(fiction) 


Bemis. 

Boggs. 

Buck. Imperial woman. 241. 

Comandini. Doctor Kate. 250. 

Dreiman. How to get better schools. 244. 

Holbrook. The Columbia. 249 

Jhabvala. Amrita. 252. (fiction) 

Joseph. Guide to Europe and the Mediter- 
ranean. 249. 

Kirst. The revolt of Gunner Asch. 241. 
(fiction). 

MacLean. H.M.S. Ulysses. 252. (fiction) 

Mallan. Men, rockets and space rats. 247. 

Van der Post. A bar of shadow. 252. (fiction) 

West. Stop dieting! Start losing! 247. 


Children’s books 


Brown. How to make a miniature zoo. 256. 
Lambert. Our language. 257. 
Lawson. Strange sea stories. 257. 
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Children’s books 


Aistrop, Jack Bentley. Enjoying pets. 1955. 
240p. illus. Vanguard, $3 


Advice on how to select, care for, train, 
and, in some cases, breed various kinds of 
pets, with suggestions on how to make them 
pay for themselves. With the more common 
pets the book includes monkeys, small wild 
animals and birds, geese, ducks, and insects; 
the chapter on cats is the weakest part of 
the book. The author, a pet enthusiast, writes 
in a personal vein from firsthand knowledge, 
with frequent references to his own experi- 
ences with many kinds of pets. Enjoyable but 
not the best book on the subject. Grades 5-8. 
636 Pets 55-7891 (W) 


Behn, Harry. The wizard in the well. 

Poems and pictures by [the author]. 1956. 

oe illus. Harcourt, paper-covered boards, 
2.25. 


A variety in theme, mood, meter, and rhyme 
is presented in this new volume of delight- 
ful poems by the author of Windy morning 
(Booxuist 49:241, Mr 15 53). Included with 
the verses about nature, fairies, and child- 
hood experiences is one fairly long story- 
poem. Decorative and imaginative illustra- 
tions. Ages 7-10. 
811 Poetry 56-5232 (W) 


Benét, Laura. Stanley, invincible explorer. 
See note on p.254. 


Brown, Vinson. How to make a miniature 
zoo. Illus. by Don Greame Kelley. 1956. 
212p. illus. Little, $2.75. 


The author of How to make a home nature 
museum (Booxuist 50:301, Ap 1 54) now 
offers help to the nature hobbyist in making 
and managing a miniature zoo at home, school, 
or camp. The clearly illustrated book gives 
plans for six different types of zoos and ad- 
vice on how to collect, house, and care for 
a variety of insects, fish, amphibians and 
reptiles, birds, and small mammals. Through- 
out emphasis is on the fun and value to be 
derived from zoo keeping, humaneness, and 
the need for conscientiousness on the part 
of the zoo keeper. Includes a list of pertinent 
books and a number of zoo supply houses. 
Grade 5 and up. 

636 Zoos || Nature study || Pets 


Buckley, Peter. Michel of Switzerland; 
photographed by [the author]. 1955. 79p. 
illus. 10% in. Watts, $3.50. 

Some aspects of Swiss mountain life are 
revealed in the story of Michel Gaspoz and 


55-8098 (WW) 
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his family who live in the village of Evoléne 
in the southern part of Switzerland. As is 
true of the earlier books in the “Around the 
world today books,” the story is contrived 
and dull; because of the unusually good 
photographs the book may serve as supple- 
mentary material. Grades 3-5. 


914.94 Switzerland 55-9605 (W) 


Clark, Ann (Nolan). The little Indian 
pottery maker. Illustrator: Don Perceval. 
1955. 31p. illus. Melmont Publishers, Inc., 
5639 Melrose Ave., Los Angeles 38, $2.25. 


In an attractively illustrated, simply written 
story reminiscent of In my mother’s house 
(BooK.ist 37:444, My 15 41) a little Pueblo 
Indian girl tells how she learns from her 
mother to work with clay, doing woman’s 
work. Useful supplementary material; sturdy 
binding. Grades 2-3. 
Pueblo Indians—Stories 56-415 (W) 
Friedman, Frieda. The janitor’s girl. Illus. 
by Mary Stevens. 1956. 159p. illus. Morrow, 
$2.50. 

Moving into a large New York apartment 
building where her father was the new super- 
intendent, twelve-year-old Sue would not be- 
lieve that being the super’s daughter would 
keep her from making friends. Nor did it 
until snobbish Rosalie moved in, snubbed the 
“janitor’s kid,” lured Sue’s new friends away 
and even formed a club excluding Sue. Unex- 
pected friendship with the real janitor’s 
daughter, a foreigner whom she had formerly 
avoided, dispelled Sue’s loneliness and 
brought her good times and new values. 
Natural children and normal reactions in an 
understanding and agreeable story. Grades 
4-7. 

New York (City)—Stories 56-5143 (W) 
Jensen, Lee (La Follette). The pony ex- 
press. 

See note on p.255. 


Kramer, Bettina Leonard. Cave men of the 
Old Stone Age. Illustrator: Henry V. 
Kramer. 1955. unpaged. illus. Melmont 
Publishers, Inc., 5639 Melrose Ave., Los 
Angeles 38, $1.85. 

Dealing only with the Old Stone Age this 
useful but not outstanding book describes the 
cave man and his way of life and shows how 
he learned to improve his living conditions. 
Simple text, short sentences, large print, and 
full-page pictures. Grades 2-3. 

571 Cave-dwellers | Man, Prehistoric 56-13661 (W) 


Lambert, Eloise. Our language; the story 
of the words we use. Introd. by Mario Pei. 
1955. 181p. Lothrop, $3. 


An animated, understandable study of the 
English language, particularly as used in the 
US. Discusses the origin, history, and de- 
velopment of words and the importance of 
proper and effective use of oral and written 
language. Amply illustrated with examples, 
the book is as interesting and readable as it 


Publishers of 


FRANKLIN WATTS, Inc. 


presents: 


Two new 


TERRIFIC 
TRIPLE 
TITLES 


HEROES, 
HEROES, 
HEROES 


Stories of Rescue, 
Courage, and Endur- 
ance—14 that set an 
inspiring example of 
heroism, the real 
thing! Selected by 
Phyllis Fenner. Illus. 
Cloth bound. $3.00 


YOUTH, YOUTH, YOUTH 


Stories of Challenge, Confidence, and Com- 

radeship. Anthology whose central theme is 

the dramatic moment youth attains adulthood. 

Selected by Albert R. Tibbets. Illus. Cloth 

bound. $3.00 
Teen-age favorites both! 

l From your library book dealer . me 
Watts, Inc., 699 Madison Ave., N. 
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is informative. For slightly younger readers 
than is Pei’s All about language (BooxK.ist 
51:153, D 1 54) and concentrated on English 
words rather than on the history and use 
of all languages. Junior high and high 
school. 

420 English language—Hist. 55-10444 (W) 
Lawson, Marie (Abrams). Strange sea 
stories. 1955. 192p. illus. Viking, $3. 


Legends, lore, and superstitions of the mys- 
terious, untamable sea are embodied in these 
well-written tales of phantom ships, figure- 
heads, mermaids, seals, serpents, and other 
strange creatures and folk of the sea. Good 
to read aloud. Grades 6-8. 
Sea stories 55-13902 (W) 
Lineaweaver, Charles and Lineaweaver, 
Marion. The first book of Canada. Pictures 
by W. R. Lohse. 1955. 64p. illus. Watts, 
$1.95. 

An impressionistic cross-country view of 
Canada’s geographic features, resources, in- 
dustries, history, customs, and people emerges 
from narrative descriptions of the lives of 
representative children and their families in 
various regions of the country. Famous peo- 
ple in Canada’s history, places of interest, and 
a few miscellaneous facts are briefly noted at 
the end of the book. Superficial but usable. 
Grades 4-7. 
971 Canada 55-9599 (W) 
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Miller, Bertha Mahony and Field, Elinor 
Whitney, eds. Newbery Medal books: 
1922-1955. Horn Book, $10. 

For note see Book ist 52:220, F 1 56. 


Montgomery, Rutherford George. See- 
catch: a story of a fur seal. Illus. by Ralph 
Crosby Smith. 1955. 122p. illus. Ginn, $1.80. 


The story of an Alaskan fur seal from birth 
to the time when he battles rival bulls to win 
a place and a family of his own on the beach 
of St. Paul Island in the Bering Sea. An 
interesting wildlife story in an attractively 
illustrated supplementary reader. Grades 4-5. 
See Simon below for series note. 


Seals (Animals)—Stories [56-153] 


Riedman, Sarah Regal. Let’s take a trip 
to a skyscraper. Illus. by John Teppich. 
1955. 126p. illus. Abelard-Schuman, $2.50. 


In a much simpler style than that of her 
earlier books the author of The world through 
your senses (BooK.ist 51:301, Mr 15 55) now 
writes about skyscrapers, discussing their 
history and development, construction and 
design, function, and operation. While nu- 
merous other buildings enter into the dis- 
cussion, much of the information centers on 
New York’s Empire State Building, Lever 
House, and Rockefeller Center. Generously 
illustrated with drawings, photographs, and 
excellent diagrams. Grades 5-8. 


725.2 Skyscrapers || Architecture 55-8541 (W) 


Rouzé, Michel. The mystery of Mont 
Saint-Michel. Tr. by George Libaire. Illus. 
by Peter Spier. 1955. 190p. illus. Holt, $2.75. 


While exploring Mont Saint-Michel, four boys 
and a girl accidentally discover an unknown 
underground passage and are stranded in it 
by the rising tide. Before they make their 
escape several days later the children have 
found the remains of a Roman road and the 
remnants of an ancient forest, have had some 
hair-raising adventures, and proved their re- 
sourcefulness and courage. A _ well-written 
suspenseful story originally published in 
France. Grades 6-8. 


Normandy—Stories 55-10576 (W) 


Simon, Charlie May. Secret on the Congo. 
Illus. by Armstrong Perry. 1955. 163p. 
illus. Ginn, $1.80. 


The coming of strangers and modern inven- 
tions to his remote Belgian Congo village and 
his experiences in the white man’s hospital 
cause Makola, grandson of the chief, to ques- 
tion and evaluate tribal beliefs and customs, 
and to discover the secret of the white man’s 
magic. This well-written, absorbing storv 
in typical supplementary reader format will 
be useful in meeting demands for stories 
about life in other countries and provide in- 
teresting material for slow readers. Grades 
4-6. Library of Congress lists this and Mont- 
gomery above under Russell, D. H., The Ginn 


258 The Booklist 


basic readers: enrichment series for the mid- 
dle grades. 


Congo, Belgian—Stories [56-153] (W) 


Street, Julia Montgomery. Fiddler’s fancy; 
illus. by Don Sibley. 1955. 157p. illus. 
Follett, pre-bound, $2.80; paper-covered 
boards, $2.50. 


A heart-warming story of the happenings on 
the day the peddler arrived with his pack 
and fiddle at the home of the McCrarys in 
the mountains of North Carolina and all the 
neighbors gathered for the pack opening 
and play party. Although Billy and Angeline 
had their hearts set on certain items in the 
pack, they generously contributed their 
money so that one-hundred-year-old Stoop- 
ing Granny could have spectacles. The en- 
joyable story portrays a happy normal family 
and reveals the folklore and _ picturesque 
idiom of the mountain people. Grades 4-6. 
North Carolina—Stories 55-7493 (W) 


Watson, Nancy Dingman. Toby and Doll. 
Illus. by Aldren A. Watson. 1955. 125p. 
illus. Bobbs-Merrill, $2.75. 


When his brother Mike is called into military 
service things look black for Toby; the house 
is to be sold, the belongings auctioned, Toby 
is to live with his aunt and uncle in the city, 
and Doll, Toby’s dog and best friend, must 
be left behind. The boy’s desire and deter- 
mined efforts to remain in his home in the 
Vermont town with Dell, and the surprising 
and happy solution to his problem make a 
satisfying story that is much enhanced by 
the many characterful drawings. Ages 8-10. 
Vermont—Stories 55-7538 (W) 


Wyler, Rose and Ames. Gerald. The golden 
book of astronomy. Illus. by John Pol- 
green. 1955. 97p. illus. 13 in. Simon & 
Schuster, Goldencraft cloth, $5, net, $3.99: 
paper-covered boards. $3.95. 


An elementary introduction to astronomy, 
brief in treatment but quite extensive in cov- 
erage; includes information on rocket ships 
and space travel. Much of the interest in this 
oversized book lies in the eye-catching, in- 
formative illustrations on every page. Charts 
showing the constellations as seen during 
each of the four seasons are printed on the 
end papers. Grades 5-8. 


520 Astronomy 55-13539 (W) 


EDITIONS 


Galt, Thomas Franklin. How the United 
Nations works. Illus. by Ava Morgan. 
[Rev. ed.]. 1956. 247p. illus. Crowell, $2.75. 
First published in 1947 and listed in Boo«- 
List 43:297, My 15 47, this guide to-the U.N. 
has been carefully revised throughout to 
bring it up to date. Newly illustrated. Grades 
5-9. 


341.13 United Nations 55-9211 (W) 
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Beauty is only the beginning of the 
exciting 1956 edition of the World Book 
Encyclopedia. It’s as fresh as the 

new red-white-and-blue paint on the mail 
boxes illustrated in the comprehensive 
Post Office article, for example. More than 
20,000 illustrations lend life to its 

10,500 pages. Completely new 
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Up-to-the-minute with 1188 
completely new or revised articles 


or revised articles provide the latest 
reports on such vital areas of interest as 
Asia, Korea, and color television. 

This newest editorial accomplishment is 
designed to continue World Book’s 
leadership as an educational essential in 
America’s schools and libraries. 

It should be in yours. 


Write for free color brochure describing 1956 World Book Edition. 
Address: Mr. David C. Whitney 
World Book Encyclopedia, Dept. 1142 
Merchandise Mart Plaza, Chicago 54, IIl. 
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